ROYAL AIR FORCE ACTION AND' THE  SUBMISSION  OP THE BIN YEMAN1

in with some old dollars, for he knew I collected them. I turned them
over as we talked and saw on one the inscription: "DA PACEM DOMINE
IN DIEBUS NOSTRIS." I read it out and explained it and spoke of
mankind's constant prayer for peace. It was an omen and taken as-such,
/or straight away Bil Fas promised his consent and his help.

The day after I had seen Bin 'Abdat I went to meet Walmsley, who
was in command of the Royal Air Force detachment operating from Fuwa,
at Shibam, and we decided to give the scattered Bin Yemani a chance of
reassembling and dunking things over. So letters and Seiyids were again
sent to them telling them they had forty-eight hours for this purpose. They
were advised to collect the fine at Heru and when they had done so to wave
a large white sheet we sent them to show reconnoitring aircraft that they
were coming.

On Sunday, 6th February, the Sultan and the Seiyids and myself went
across the wadi to Buheira for the second peace meeting. Bin 'Abdat and
his nephew, 'Ubeid, Bil Fas and everyone of importance from the Kathiris
was there, as well as the Tamimi Muqaddam, a member of the Board, and
his head men. By this time most of the defaulters from the previous meet-
ing had joined in and to-day there were no dissentients. A number of
houses had been cleared for committee meetings, meals and so on, and in the
evening all the dans assembled before our headquarters where the truce
and all the adherents were read out. It was a long and imposing list and
as it got longer enthusiasm waxed stronger. I have never before witnessed,
as it were, the birth of a new hope taking place before one's eyes. I sat
next to 'Ubeid while this reading was going on. He was still suspicious I
thought, for I picked up his automatic and found it was loaded. Later
I learnt he never parted from it.

I made a speech promising all the help I personally could give, and
thanking them all, I believe that at the moment they were genuinely
thankful. They still are, but I know that the thanks and plaudits fade,
not only among Arabs but others. Still there is no reason for ceasing to
tope and pray that the peace established that day was really the beginning
of a new era.

As we were getting into our cars Seiyid Muhammad and Salih came
dashing tip in a cloud of dust and a motor-car: "The Bin Yemani have
collected their fine and are moving to Seiyun!"

Thank God the bombing had finished. That it had been necessary
no one could fairly doubt and it had shown that there was power behind.
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